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the canal was begun in the same year and was continued until 1893, when the company went into bankruptcy. In 1899 congress appointed a commission to examine all possible routes for a canal, and this commission reported that the canal across Panama could be constructed svith less expense than the Nicaragua canal if the French company could be bought out for a reasonable sum. It was found that the French company was willing to sell its assets at $40,000,000, the value placed upon them by the commission, and in 1902 the United States senate passed the Spooner Act, providing for the construction of the Panama canal, or if this should be impossible (since the French company might prove to have no title, or the Colombian government might refuse its approval) that the Nicaragua canal be built. On October 25th the attorney-general of the United States gave his opinion that the new Panama Canal Company had title, and could legally transfer its title to the strip and to the canal as partially constructed. But negotiations with Senor Concha, the Colombian minister to the United States, were required, for the Salgar-Wyse concession of 1878 expressly forbade the concessionnaires to transfer their rights to any foreign nation or government. These negotiations were unsuccessful, and on November 25th Concha practically informed Secretary Hay that Colombia refused the offer of $10,000,000 clown and $100,000 (or $125,000) a year. The Colombian opposition seemed plainly a mere matter of price, and Senor Concha was recalled by his government, which apparently took the attitude that his delay had been for his personal ends.
The Hay-Herran Treaty, signed on January 22nd, 1903, with Herran, the Colombian charge d'affaires in "Washington, in accordance with which the Panama concession was sold by the Colombian Republic for $10,000,000 down and $250,000 annually, was definitely rejected by the Colombian senate on August 12th, and on September 12tijj. the time for ratification expired. At this point matters were taken out of the hands of Colombia, and on November 3rd there was an insurrection on the^isthmus which immediately and peaceably gained control of the department and proclaimed the independence of Panama. The United States recognised the provisional government as the de facto government and landed marines to protect the trans-isthmian commerce, thus making it impossible for the Colombian troops to strike a blow at the insurgents in Panama. Marroquin strongly protested against the action of the United States, which he interpreted as connivance in the plot against the Colombian central government and as a direct infringement of the treaty of 1846, and he urged the Latin-American republics to make common cause with him in a war on the United States of North America. In the last week of November Marroquin sent General Rafael Reyes to Washington to appeal for Colombia's ownership of Panama, or for the release of such ownership on receipt of a compensation from the United States. He Was well received, but was given clearly to understand that the United State's was determined to abide by what had been done; and, the independence of Panama having been recognized by the principal powers, it ^ould be impossible to open negotiations with Colombia concerning the suppression of that republic.
In the mean time negotiations had been concluded between Panama and the United States for the building of the canal, and on November 18th the Isthmian Canal Treaty was signed at Washington, according to which the United States was to give to Panama $10,000,000, and to the French Canal Company $40,000,000. This treaty was ratified by the senate in February, 1904, and the president almost immediately appointed a commission to push the work. was assembled at Tucuman, where Payridon was declared of Venezuelandications of a spirit of tribunal were called oidores, and their number varied according to the population and
